
SAT and ACT Dates 
SAT test dates- 11/5 and 12/3 

- 11/5 Registration Deadline has passed, but the Late Registration Deadline is 10/25. 
- 12/3  Registration Deadline is 11/3 and the Late Registration Deadline is 11/22. 
 

ACT test dates– 10/22 and 12/10 
- 10/22 Registration and the Late Registration Deadline have passed.  
- 12/10 Registration Date is 11/4 and the Late Registration is 11/11. 
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Panther Post NEEDS Writers and Photographers!! 
If you have any interest in writing, please consider joining. All you need is an idea, even if 
you struggle with writing or don’t think that you are a good writer, this is the place to learn 
and voice you opinion at the same time. It will look great on resumes and college applica-

tions. Stop by room 420 to let Mrs. Coll you are interested or talk to one of the Panther 
Post staff members. 

 The following colleges will be visiting on the re-
spective dates and times. These will all be taking place 
in the guidance office, and the representatives will be 
here for approximately one hour. We hope you'll come 
down to check it out, this is a great opportunity to learn 
about admission requirements and campus life. If you 
are interested, please make arrangements with your 
teacher to be briefly excused to come down, and also let 
Mrs. Viera know. Remember it is never too early to 
start looking into colleges. 

10/14– Hobart & Williams College @ 8:30 AM 

10/19– Utica University @ 11:30 AM 

10/20– SUNY New Paltz @ 11 AM 

10/24– Maria College @ 12 PM 

10/25– College of Saint Rose @ 12 PM 

Panther Post Staff 
 

Advisor 
Mrs. Coll 

 
Editor -in -Chief 

Maya Shaw 
 

Staff Writers 
Lexie Bull 

Savannah Decker 
Aidan Dence 

Ashley Druckenmiller 
Grace Houghton 
Emma Springer 
Lauren Stagnitti 

 

Congratulations to Marry Bettis on her Retirement! 

Be sure to stop into the cafeteria and thank her for her years of excellent service. 

 

 

 
1. Ian’s Destruction Recently, Hurricane Ian swept through the Caribbean and all the 
way up through Florida. Finished with the worst of the storm, many Floridians have 
suddenly re-emerged from their hideouts in hurricane shelters. Despite the completion 
of the worst part of the storm, many residents are still without power and clean drink-
ing water. Some parts are still significantly flooded, and many people are still trying 
to be located after going missing. Currently, Florida is working together to try to 
clean up and revamp their newly destroyed cities and neighborhoods. 
  
2. Iranian Human Rights Violations After the death of 22 year old Mahsa Amini 
while she was in custody of the morality police, Iranian women have begun protesting 
the Islamic Republic’s modesty laws. After videos circled that showed Amini in a co-
ma, in the hospital with bruises and a bloody ear, women have started to rebel against 
the modesty laws. Recently, Iranian women have started to burn their hijabs and cut 
their hair in protest of Amini’s death. Iran has also lost internet access, and there have 
been several reported deaths in Iran, all people in protest, who risked their lives by 
breaking the extremely strict Islamic laws.  
 
3. Putin’s False Claim of Annexation Ukraine has recently liberated dozens of terri-
tories that were previously “annexed” by Russia. President Vladimir Putin had signed 
official documents as an attempt to annex four regions in Ukraine, but world powers 
refused to recognize it. Following this, Russian forces retreated from a previously 
“annexed” territory, as Ukraine reclaimed its city of Lyman. Ukraine is also currently 
trying to apply for an “accelerated” NATO membership. 
 
4. Mission Accomplished After its 10-month mission, NASA’s Double Asteroid Re-
direction Test (DART) was successful. On September 26th, at 7:14 p.m. EST, the 
spacecraft hit the asteroid, Dimorphos, at 14,000 miles per hour. Although Dimorphos 
was not a threat to Earth, scientists were purposely  trying to alter its trajectory in 
space. They now know it was successful, and could be used in the future if there is 
ever a threat of impact.  
 
5. Rex’s Sex Assault Case A few days ago, news spread about singer, Rex Orange 
County, being charged with six counts of sexual assault. After denying the charges 
and pleading not guilty in court, there has been a provisional trial date set for January 
3, 2023. He claims to be  “… looking forward to clearing his name in court,’” 
(variety.com), and cannot speak any further on this issue at this time.  

UPCOMING 
EVENTS  

 
Varsity Football 

Games: 
10/15 @ 1:00 PM 
at Rensselaer High 

School 
 

10/21 @ 7:00 PM 
at Tamarac HS 

V. 
Mechanicville/ 
Hoosick Valley  

 
Varsity Cross 

Country Meets: 
 

10/18 
 @ 4:30 PM at 

Berlin High School 
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Who is the Real Mrs. Davidson? 
Ashley Druckenmiller 

 Among the new faces this year is Mrs. Da-
vidson, who has joined our staff teaching Living 
Environment, Intro to Engineering, Anatomy & 
Physiology, and several Agricultural Sciences. In 
addition to teaching, Mrs. Davidson is a co-advisor 
of the Hoosick Falls FFA chapter. I sat down with 
Mrs. D for an interview to understand more about 
her backstory, and her time here at Hoosick Falls so 
far.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Photo Credit to Linkedin) 
Q: Can you describe your journey to get to teaching 
science and agriculture? 
 
A: Well, it was not a straight-forward journey. 
When I graduated high school, I wanted to be either 
a veterinarian or a teacher. In high school I shad-
owed several different Veterinarians and joined a 
Veterinary Explorer Post.  I took Animal Science at 
Cornell, and found that it was not the James Herriot 
experience I had hoped for, but I was still sold on 
Ag.. My work-study job was in science labs, and I 
never knew I could be a scientist! I really enjoyed 
it, so I decided to be a scientist instead. For years I 
worked in biotechnology out-of-state. When I want-
ed to come back to New York State, I finally found 
a job in conventional manufacturing, but went back 
to school in 2009 during the recession. So, I 
thought, the other thing I wanted to do was be a 
teacher, and realized I wanted to teach sciences. In 
2010, I started my graduate Master’s degree in 
teaching. I taught Living Environment but soon re-
alized that I liked project-based learning a lot better 
than teaching to a Regents. So, I wondered what it 
would take to be an Agriculture Teacher, and I took 
a 6-part test down in Albany, and boom! I was cer-
tified to teach Agriculture.  
 
Q: What made you interested in teaching agricul-
ture and other natural sciences? 

A: When I was younger, I worked on farms, and 
knew that I had an interest in agriculture. I also 
wanted others to know about agriculture, because I 
think kids would realize that they have options they 
were unaware of before. But, the real eye-opener 
was when I went to SUNY Canton Ag and Tech 
College. There, I thoroughly enjoyed my agricultur-
al science classes, which made me realize how 
much I enjoyed learning about agriculture. I found I 
liked hands-on learning, and thought agriculture 
was a perfect opportunity for doing that with stu-
dents as well. I also have a passion for bringing sci-
ence and facts to students so they can learn to be 
good stewards of both their own bodies and of their 
environment. You folks are the future! 
 
Q: Why did you choose to teach at Hoosick Falls? 
 
A: At first, I started teaching agriculture in central 
New York. When I did that, I realized two things: 
1- I love teaching agriculture, and 2- I hated central 
New York! So, I moved back to Washington Coun-
ty and the Battenkill where I so love the pastoral 
scenery I grew up with. I found a farm in White 
Creek, which happens to be close to both the Cam-
bridge and the Hoosick Falls school districts. I have 
been close friends with Mr. Trinkle for over six 
years, and he and I aspired to teach Ag together 
someday. Last November, Mr. Trinkle alerted me 
of the possibilities of adding to the agriculture pro-
gram in Hoosick Falls. So, I started working as a 
substitute teacher last December to get to know the 
school, the administration, and the kids. I found that 
I loved all those three parts of HFCS! 
 
 
Q: I know you have also become co-advisor for 
FFA (Future Farmers of America), can you tell me 
about your experience with that so far? 
 
A: I had advised the FFA chapter when I taught in 
central New York, so I had a bit of experience be-
fore coming here. Even since January, when I was 
subbing at Hoosick Falls, I loved working with Mr. 
Trinkle since we both have FFA experience, are 
agricultural teachers, and have been good friends 
for years. I think we bring a lot of different views to 
the table too.  

(continued on page 10) 
 

Senior Class Reminders 
 
 

1. Mr. Viera posted a link on Google Classroom for your bio in the 
yearbook. Entries are due November 23rd. 

 
2. We are having a Food Florist Fundraiser on October 27th from 
2:30-5:30 in the HS parking lot to support the Senior Class. 
 
3. The next Senior meeting is October 27th during lunch. 
 
4. If you are planning on going on Senior Trip, your $50.00 deposit is due by November 
1st!  

HFCS Announcements  
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Spirit Week Themes 
 

Monday, 10/24– Celebrity/Character Day 
 

Tuesday, 10/25– Teacher/Student Swap Day 
 

Wednesday, 10/26– Country vs. Country Club Day 
 

Thursday, 10/27– Class Color Day  
 

Friday, 10/28– Blue and White Day 

Spirit Week Events  
Thursday, 10/27 

 Powder Puff Game @ 6-8 PM 

Friday, 10/28 

Pep Rally  

Saturday, 10/29 

Homecoming Dance @ 7 PM 

in the HS Gymnasium 

 

  Pumpkin Fun! 
  
 First pumpkin: Guess the circumfer-
ence of the pumpkin to the nearest tenth of a 
millimeter.  
 
 Second pumpkin: Guess how many 
seeds are in this pumpkin 
 
 Third Pumpkin: Guess how far HS 
quarterback Jack Sparks can throw this pump-
kin to the nearest inch.  

 
 The prize for each winner is a $5.00 
gift card to Stewarts, Dunkin Donuts, or  the 
Panther Café. The pumpkins are displayed in 
the window of the HS library. Drop in your 
votes at anytime from now until Halloween! 

 



(continued from  page 2) 
  
 I think we bring a lot of different views to 

the table too. I think FFA is a great way for kids to 
build confidence in their public speaking skills, and 
develop their leadership qualities. I am so proud of 
the students’ successes in their first year of competi-
tion, and I can't wait to see how much they continue 
to grow in the next few years! 

 
Q: What are some of your hobbies that are not 
related to what you teach? 

Huacaya Alpacas  
 
A: I love having animals on my farm. I have alpac-
as, which I breed, as well as a few llamas. I also love 

my chickens, guineas, and heritage turkeys. Of 
course, I love my dogs as well.  I run an Airbnb out 
of my house and cabins, I have HipCamp visitors on 
the property, I make Maple Syrup, and I sell alpaca 
products like socks, hats, scarves, and yarn. By next 
summer, I hope to open my Big Red Gift Shoppe. 

 
Q: Finally, if you were any kind of fruit or vege-
table, which would you be, and why? 

 
A: I think I would have to be a mango because it is 
both sweet and tangy! 

 
We are so grateful to have Mrs. Davidson at Hoos-
ick Falls, and are glad that she is delighted to be 
teaching here too. We look forward to what this 
year, and beyond holds as our agriculture, science 
and technology departments grow.  
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  (continued from page 4)  

 As the vote for the Senate approaches, many 
people are frustrated with the partisanship within the 
legislature of this country, and many believe that 
working together on this is an essential right of 
LGBTQ+ and interracial couples.  

 White House press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre stated, “We believe the Senate should find 
consensus just as the American people have.” This is 
a very well agreed with statement, and most agree 
that the leaders of our country need to work together 
to do what is best for the American people, and to 
not be so biased to their own political parties. 

  

               
       
       

       (Picture from wpr.org) 

The Respect for Marriage Act 
Lexie Bull 
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 Americans are always wondering what for-
eigners think about the United States. To answer 
this question, I talked to Valentýna Kratochvílová. 
Valentýna is one of the foreign exchange students 
visiting our school this year. Valentýna is from the 
Czech Republic, specifically from the capital of 
Prague.  It was interesting to sit down with 
Valentýna and get a European perspective of Hoos-
ick Falls.  
 When asked why Valentýna  wanted  to 
study abroad she responded, “I wanted to get to 
know a different world and get to know how life is 
here. It’s a great experience and I’m very grateful 
for it.”  
 Kratochvílová has already immersed herself 
in the American lifestyle. In Kratochvílová’s first 
few months in the United States, she has joined the 
high school cheerleading team, attended school 
football games, and went shopping for Homecom-
ing dresses.  

 When asked about the differences between 
education in the Czech  Republic and in the United 
States, Valentýna identified the biggest difference, 
“Probably because you have one year less of school 
here than in the Czech. Here you choose the sub-
jects you want, and have them in the same order 
every day for a whole year. In the Czech, we have 
certain subjects that we have to have, and every day 
we have a different number of lessons. We also on-
ly have one classroom, and our teachers change 
with each other and we stay in the same room.”  
 Despite these differences, Kratochvílová’s 
favorite subject in school has not changed. “I like 
science, like biology and chemistry. And yes, noth-
ing has changed, even if you learn something com-
pletely different here.”  
 Although Kratochvílová’s interests have not 
changed, the atmosphere and people around her 
have. “Probably the biggest difference is every-

one’s attitude and how they treat you. Everyone 
here is very nice and will help you with anything. 
Otherwise, of course, the big difference is the 
school system, in the Czech we don't even celebrate 
as many holidays as here.”  
 Valentýna cites Americans' attitudes as the 
biggest difference between the United States and 
the Czech Republic. However, her surroundings are 
drastically different. “I live in the capital of Prague, 
which has around one million people. It is a huge 
difference suddenly living here, where there is no 
public transport or stores.”  
 Transitioning from living in a major city 
located in the heart of Europe, to a small town in 
upstate New York might seem challenging. Howev-
er, Valentýna has adjusted incredibly well. Alt-
hough, this does not come as a surprise as she has 
traveled to many countries with various cultures 
and people. Not to mention, Valentýna  knows four 
languages. “I have been to Austria, Germany, Slo-
vakia, Poland, Lithuania, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Denmark, Switzerland, and 
Romania.”  
 I think I speak for everyone when I say that 
I am grateful we were able to play a part in the 
United States being added to that list. I hope that 
she continues to make more friends and creates 
memories that she will never forget. Valentýna 
Kratochvílová has been a great addition to the 
Hoosick Falls community, and we are looking for-
ward to the rest of this school year with her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
(Pictures courtesy of Valentýna Kratochvílová) 

From the Czech Republic to Hoosick Falls 
Aidan Dence 
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            The Respect for Marriage Act  
Lexie Bull 

  Over the summer, an act passed through the 
House of Representatives that changes marriage 
equality in America, forever. It was the Respect for 
Marriage Act, or the RFMA, and it was meant to 
repeal an oppressive marriage act called DOMA. It 
protects LGBTQ+ and interracial marriages perma-
nently, and it requires the U.S. government to rec-
ognize these marriages as legal. It not only protects 
the 2015 ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges, but also 
the 1967 ruling in Loving v. Virginia. The right to 
get married to someone of the same sex was at a 
potential risk of being reviewed once again in June 
of 2022, after the Supreme Court overruled Roe v. 
Wade, when Judge Clarence Thomas said the Ober-
gefell decision “should be reconsidered” by the 
Court. This led Congress to reintroduce the RFMA 
in order to protect the right to marry anyone you 
love.  

 
 (Picture from  jones.house.gov) 

 
 The act referred to as DOMA, or the De-
fense of Marriage Act was first introduced in 1996 
following an unsuccessful lawsuit meant to legalize 
same sex marriage in Hawaii.  
 It passed through Congress, and former 
President Bill Clinton signed it into law, making it 
then illegal for the federal government to recognize 
these marriages. Over a decade later in 2009, the 
first version of the RFMA was introduced and was 
supported by a large population of the United 
States, including the very President that signed DO-
MA into law, and former President Barack Obama 
and his entire administration. It was reintroduced 
into multiple Congresses (the different groups elect-
ed every year) but was put forth into the 114th Con-
gress in 2015, the same year that same sex marriag-

es were finally legalized in every U.S. state. This 
essentially enacted all of the principles of the 
RFMA into law, as it aimed to make it a govern-
ment requirement to recognize gay marriages. Then 
earlier this year, members of the Supreme Court 
began to challenge this ruling, causing Congress to 
push to protect same sex and interracial marriage 
with the RFMA.  
 Essentially, in order to combat the risk of 
certain marriages becoming illegal, Congress want-
ed to be sure it was protected through this Act..  
 Now that the Act has made it through Con-
gress, it must go through to the Senate, then the Ex-
ecutive branch, President Biden. The vote in Con-
gress was 267 Yeas and 157 Nays, with 7 Congress 
Members not voting on it. All of the Nays and 47 of 
the Yeas came from the Republican party members. 
All of the Democrats voted yes, and all of the peo-
ple who did not vote were Republicans. President 
Biden has said that should it pass through the Sen-
ate, he will proudly sign the act into law, and he 
said that he is very happy to see bipartisan support 
for the rights within the act. He has been pushing 
the Senate to pass this bill through quickly, and be-
lieves this issue to be “urgent and non-negotiable”. 

In order for the bill to be passed, it would 
need 50 “yes” votes from Democrats (which is 
nearly guaranteed) and at least 10 from Republi-
cans, which could be considered a problem. Repub-
lican Senators Susan Collins and Rob Portman be-
lieve that Republican views on same sex marriage 
are evolving, and that there is a strong possibility 
that the 10 votes needed will be met. The Senate 
has delayed the vote to be after the midterm elec-
tions in November of this year, and there is a lot of 
uncertainty among experts as to whether or not Re-
publican senators will be swayed into passing it. 
Some stated that they are unwilling to pass the bill 
unless it becomes more specific on allowing enough 
religious liberty and ensuring that it will not legal-
ize polygamy. This is leading the blue side of the 
senate and many U.S. citizens to be very worried 
for the future, especially considering that according 
to a survey by the Gallup, over 70% of Americans 
support same sex marriage.  

 
 

(CONTINUED ON  PAGE 10) 
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Which teacher would you want to be stuck in a 
“Friday the 13th” movie with? 

 
“Mr. V, he would make an atomic bomb.”  
    -Erin Yeung 
 
“This is easy. I’d choose Mr. Jennings be-
cause he’d beat the killer down with his bat” 
   -Jordis Harrington 
 
“Mr. Fleming, he’s a goofball and I’m look-
ing for a good time before I die.”   
    -Zander Spurr 
 
“Ms. Gross, as long as she’s not the killer.”  
     -Mason Boyd 

Which teacher would you most 
like to see dress up for Halloween? 
 
“Mr. V as a ladybug.” -Jaidyn Wood 
 
“Mrs. Hayden as Willy Wonka.” 
   -Kennedy Arnold 
“Mr. Bushner, I can see him as a fla-
mingo. He always wears that shirt 
with those orange shoes.” 
  -Garrett Taylor 
“Ms. Ferraninni as a blow up t-rex 
costume, I feel like she would have 
one.”             - Mackenzee Ritter 

Who is going to the World Series ? 
 

“The Padres because they will cheat their 
way through the playoffs.” - Mrs. Coll 
 
“Mr. Jennings, he will show up with his 
baseball bat.” - Lauren Stagnitti 
 
“The Yankees because they are just the 
Yankees.” - Jevaun Angell 
 
“Yankees are going!” - Ms. Graziane 
 
 

  
    Which teacher is least   
    likely to survive in a horror movie? 
“I honestly think., ooo that’s hard… I’m sorry 
but either Mrs. Graziene or Mrs. Hoag be-
cause they don’t run fast.”  - Kamryn Friel 
 
“Ms. Cary, she’s scared of mice. Something 
would move and she would freeze.” 
   -Jordyn Wilwol 
 
“Ms. Collins, she would run towards the dan-
ger, and then not know what to do.”  
                      -Haley Bussey  
 

Which teachers would you vote for as 
Homecoming king and queen? 

“Mrs. Nelson for Queen because she acts 
like a high school student”- Reagan Kessler 

“Mr. Jennings for Homecoming King be-
cause we know his high school stories.”  

   - Jenna Brock 

“Mr. Michalak because he is fine as frig.”       
           - Hope Granger 



When the first day of school arrived, many 
of the science rooms still did not have a sink. How-
ever, the science teachers have been able to work 
with what they have, and are excited for their new 
rooms to be finished. For instance, 
Mr. VanArsdale has recently relocated 
to Mr. Malikowski’s old room on the 
third floor because of his room reno-
vations. Mr. VanArsdale teaches re-
gents chemistry, AP chemistry, and 
physics. Over the past few days, the 
construction workers have been work-
ing on building and installing his new 
lab tables. The new countertops are 
expected to arrive next week, which 
will also have to be installed.  

When asked about his recent 
shift upstairs, he answered in a posi-
tive manner. Even when he was asked 
about how this sudden change will affect his classes, 
he answered that “it doesn’t matter at all in the grand 
scheme of things.” In addition, he mentioned that all 
he has to change is the order of his class’s labs. He 
believes that he will have to “be more creative,” but 
that he is still able to cover the same content at the 
same pace.  

When asked if he could complete any labs, 
he answered with a yes. This is because his physics 
class is still able to do all of their labs, and any of 
the chemistry labs that do not involve chemicals can 

also be completed. Ironically, Mr. 
VanArsdale is not able to complete any 
labs involving chemicals at this time.  
Mr. VanArsdale hopes to be back in his 
old room in no more than a week. How-
ever, the countertops have not arrived 
yet and will have to be installed at an-
other time. He says that the countertops 
should hopefully arrive by Monday. Mr. 
VanArsdale is most excited for the extra 
space in his new room which can be 
used for projects and labs. With the new 
renovations and updates, his room will 
be able to have better organization. 
Plus, he is also very excited about his 

new and “pretty floor.” 
 
In contrast to Mr.VanArsdale who is able to 

remain in the same room, teachers like Mrs. Hayden 
are constantly moving to different rooms without a 
home base and can be disruptive. 

 

Where is Your Science Class Located Today? 
Maya Shaw 
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   (continued from page 5) 
Lots of the unfinished parts of the capital 

project are affected because of low supplies, like the 
Wi-Fi devices and bathroom sinks, “That’s the 
whole issue about all the science classrooms. They 
are done and ready for cabinets…We've been told 
four times when the truck is leaving (delivery truck), 
when the truck hasn’t left yet,” he said. Since my 
conversation with Mr. Hall, the cabinets have been 
delivered but it is causing chaos in room usage, forc-
ing science classes to be relocated.  

Lastly, in response to the leaking of the ceil-
ings he said, “Mr. Jennings' room was really bad be-
cause they didn’t really do anything in his room 
where it should be. The gym definitely leaked be-
cause they put air conditioning units on the roof and 
they vented them into the sides, and with all that 
new piping… I’m not sure what didn't get sealed up 
correctly. The tough part was that we had a really 
dry summer, so when the maintenance crew was 
putting everything in, they were probably testing it, 

but since we were not getting as much rain as we 
normally would, they couldn’t troubleshoot if it was 
or was not sealed properly.” 

The projects for the school are far from over, 
but at the very least I can now say that Mr. Hall, Mr. 
Dailey, and all of the construction staff are working 
very hard to finish everything. From bathroom sinks 
to a new cafeteria line, there was a lot to do in the 
short span of summer. Hopefully, we continue to see 
more improvements as time goes on, and hopefully 
we see our school looking and feeling better every 
day.  

 
 
 

Updates on the Capital Project  
Savannah Decker  
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As we all know, our school has been prom-
ising improvements for years, but it seems like they 
will never come. Before returning to school this 
year, we were told that the building was not fin-
ished and would continue to be worked on. At first 
glance upon entering the building everything 
seemed to look the same. There were miniscule 
changes such as teachers moving rooms, new 
lights, and air conditioning. But upon entering the 
bathrooms for the first time that day, it felt as if we 
were no longer in Hoosick Falls Central School. 
The lights were brighter and the whole area was 
redone. The only problem was there was one sink, 
which went half a day without soap next to it. Ask-
ing around I was told the sinks were on back order 
and they did the best with what they had. The gym 
was repainted and the cafeteria was redone. But 
what about the rest of the school? The library is 
empty and needs lots of work, so much so, that stu-
dents are being offered to help sand, paint, etc. for 
community service. Most science rooms were left 
unfinished and I have yet to see them be worked 
on, many of them filled with boxes of equipment, 
books and other things because the teachers have 
no place to store them. Not just the science rooms 
are affected by this, but Mr. Michalak’s classroom 
door does not lock, and during a rainstorm, the ceil-
ing in Mr. Jennings’, Mr. VanArsdale’s, and the 
gymnasium were leaking.  

There has also been a major problem with 
the Wi-Fi; students and teachers often struggle to 
find a good connection in lots of places around the 
school. Looking for answers I found that the Capi-
tal Project Update page on the HFCS website was 
last updated on February 10, 2022. The update 
states that as of February, we are on Phase 3 of the 
Capital Project, each phase taking one year to com-
plete. The update also lists what Phases 1 and 2 
consisted of and reading through the bullets, it 
seems they have finished what they wanted to in 
the past. The question that remains is what is left to 
be done in Phase 3, and how many more “Phases” 
are there? 

So to figure out the answers to all of these 
burning questions, I talked to our principal Mr. 
Hall. On the subject of the phases, he told me Phase 
3 was supposed to be the last phase and would have 
been finished over the summer. However, due to 

shortages of labor and supplies, this was unable to 
be completed. “Phase 3, right now, is all student 
bathrooms, staff bathrooms and science classrooms 
along with the library. So that really should've 
wrapped everything up. One of the things that did-
n’t get done yet are the locker rooms, so they're half 
done but we've had supply issues. So, Mr. Dailey 
actually extended the next project into next sum-
mer.”  

 
In regards to the Wi-Fi, “Again it’s a supply 

issue, so the entire building is wired so everything 
is ready…We're short around 18 devices, so every-
one’s using each others.” Due to the supply issues, 
the school has been unable to get the necessary 
amount of devices meaning everyone is using the 
same networks, making the connection much slow-
er.  

 
 
  (CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 
 

Updates on the Capital Project  
Savannah Decker 
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Shocking news hit the Hoosick Falls Athletic 
Department this fall as the Boys Soccer coach, 
Coach Rondeau, decided to not go any further with 
the Hoosick Falls/Tamarac merger. Rondeau has 
taken over for former Coach Ossont and has been 
leading the way for the team as head coach this sea-
son. With numbers looking low for the boys soccer 
team recently due to the pandemic and loss of inter-
est, Rondeau is looking to rebuild his team here at 
Hoosick Falls. “Looking at it from a program stand-
point I thought it would be best for my guys to build 
the program.” Rondeau stated.  

Only two returning players from last year’s 
varsity team returned this fall, Senior Keegan 
Keough and Sophomore Alex Shea, so combining 
with only two Hoosick Falls players did not make 
much sense even if that meant only having a Junior 
Varsity team this season. Continuing to grow as 
players is the best route for this team as they finish 
out their season. Rondeau also said “With the low 
numbers at Hoosick Falls, being involved with our 
youth programs is super important, so I knew that 
merging would definitely be a major loss of interest 
for our boys.”  

Leading the team alongside Keegan Keough, 
sophomore Alex Shea holds the back line for the 
Panthers and has played a major role this season for 
his team. “I think it’s better we didn’t merge for 
now and try and build the Hoosick Falls numbers 
back up, but eventually, we might have to end up 
merging with Tamarac in the future,” Shea said. The 

boys team has benefitted from this non-merger. 
Rondeau’s team is young, but improving everyday 
with a wide variety of grades from 8th to 12th, help-
ing to build the program back to where it once start-
ed. Although the team has had a rough start to the 
season, they have continued to improve, which will 
have a huge impact for years to come. 

Rondeau has big plans for this team in the 
future and is hoping to be able to eventually build 
the team back up to the varsity level within the next 
few years. With the end of the season nearing, the 
Panthers will lose senior Keegan Keough, and there 
will be a big gap for the team to fill. With the confi-
dence and skills increasing from these young play-
ers, the team is hoping to build together and strive 
together over these upcoming seasons. It is only up 
from here for the Panthers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hoosick Falls Boys Soccer Backs Out of Merger with Tamarac 
Grace Houghton 

 By the end of the construction, there will not 
be one inch of the old library that has not been over-
hauled. There are changes in the physical space and 
the digital space. September brought a rotating list of 
helpers that have installed bookcases, moved and 
cleaned furniture, and dusted surfaces. October will 
be a month of finishing sanding and painting the 
bookcases. She says thank you to all of her helpers. 

 To get to Mrs. Antolick’s digital space, use 
"Quick Links" on the HFCS homepage. This will 
bring you right to the Middle School and High 
School Library page. From here you can access digi-

tal databases, such as, JSTOR, NY Times, The 
Wallstreet Journal, and Teen Health and Wellness. 

Library Reconstruction and the New Webpage 
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Have you ever come into school, and noticed 
how many people have coffee cups in their hand? 
Whether it’s from Dunkin’ or Starbucks, every morn-
ing you can be sure to see many students with drinks 
in their hands. These drinks provide students with 
energy, but at what cost? Although students having 
the energy to make it through the school day is im-
portant, buying these drinks on a daily basis has no 
benefit for your wallet. This poses the question of 
whether students should continue to spend money on 
coffee, or if they should make their caffeinated bev-
erages at home. 

 I spoke to a few students, asking how much 
money they spend on coffee throughout an average 
school week, and was shocked to find out just how 
pricey these beverages can be. I spoke to MacKenzie 
Powers about how often she purchased coffee from 
Starbucks in a school week, and in return she told me 
that she buys a $6 coffee at least once or twice a day. 
Assuming she does this for 5 days total, MacKenzie 
could spend anywhere from $40 to $80 on coffee 
alone. That amount of money could be used for many 
different things, which made me curious as to why 
someone would spend it on just coffee. So, I asked 
her why she prefers Starbucks, and she told me “It’s 
way better than Dunkin’, it doesn’t make my stomach 
upset.” To many people, this amount of money is ex-
cessive for coffee, which led me to ask her how she 
feels about the large amount of money she spends on 
it. “I mean I feel it’s a necessity in my life, my mom, 
however, does not like how much money I spend on 
Starbucks.”  

Although Starbucks is known to be more ex-
pensive than Dunkin’, you may be surprised to see 
just how much buying less expensive coffee can add 
up as well. Like MacKenzie, Emma McCart also 
drinks coffee to keep herself energized throughout 
the day. After speaking to Emma, I learned that on a 
normal school day, she goes to Dunkin’ 3 times. In 

the mornings she gets an iced coffee and a donut, af-
ter she gets out of school at 12, she gets a large re-
fresher, and before practice in the afternoon, she gets 
a medium refresher. Emma’s daily total comes to 
about $12.50. When I asked Emma why she goes to 
Dunkin’ so much she told me, “Because I need a cof-
fee in the morning to wake up and the donut is my 
breakfast. After school I’m always very thirsty and I 
need a drink for practice.”  

MacKenzie and Emma are not the only peo-
ple who spend their money on coffee, this has proven 
to be common worldwide. Studies found by the Na-
tional Coffee Association show that approximately 
48% of coffee drinkers purchase their everyday cof-
fees outside of their homes, rather than making it. 
With the money that people spend on purchasing cof-
fees, they would be able to use that money to buy a 
decent coffee 
maker for 
their homes. 
If a student 
were to pur-
chase a cof-
fee maker, 
and make 
their coffee at 
home, they 
could save a 
great deal of 
money each 
week. Saving 
this money 
could con-
tribute to a purchase that could be really useful and 
last a lot longer than a caffeinated beverage would. 
After learning how much money purchasing coffee 
every day costs, I’ve begun to rethink buying coffee 
everyday and consider investing in a coffee machine. 

 

Should Students Continue to Buy Coffee at Chains, or Make it at Home? 
Lauren Stagnitti 


